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SUBJECT: IMPRESSIONS OP ECEVIT'S CABINET 

1 . IT IS POPULARLY BELIEVED IN ANKARA THAT PRIMIN ECEVIT WAS 
CAUGHT BY SURPRISE WHEN PRESIDENT KORUTURK APPROVED THE 
PORMATION OF A GOVERNMENT DURING THEIR JUNE 21 MEETING. ECEVIT 
ALLEGEDLY HAD NOT BROUGHT A CABINET LIST WITH HIM AND WAS FORCED 
TO DRAW ONE UP DURING THE MEETING. EVEN IP THIS STORY IS 
TRUE, THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT ECEVIT HAD GIVEN EXTENSIVE 
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THOUGHT TO THE COMPOSITION OP HIS CABINET BEFOREHAND. IT IS 
A CAREPULLY BALANCED COLLECTION OP OLD AND NEW PACES CHOSEN TO 
MAXIMIZE SUPPORT AND MINIMIZE CONTROVERSY. THE ASSIGNMENT 
OP MODERATE OR UNKNOWN PIGURES TO SENSITIVE POSITIONS (E.G. 

ERVERDI TO JUSTICE RATHER THAN THE LEFTIST LAWYER SENATOR UGUR 
ALACAKAPTAN, AKMANDOR TO ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES INSTEAD 
OP CAHIT KAYRA OR TEOMAN KOPRULULER) IS DESIGNED TO CALM FEARS 
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THAT AN ECEVIT GOVERNMENT MIGHT IMMEDIATELY EMBARK ON A SERIES 
OF RADICAL CHANGES. SIMILARLY, THE NAMING OF LUTFI DOGAN, 

A RESPECTED THEOLOGIAN, TO THE POSITION OF MINISTER OF STATE 
SEEMS CALCULATED TO MAXIMIZE THE POSSIBILITY OF ATTRACTING 
SUPPORT FROM CONSERVATIVE DEPUTIES. 

2. IN A CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF JUNE 23 SENATOR ALACAKAPTAN 
CONFIRMED THAT THE CABINET LIST HAD BEEN DRAWN UP WITH THE 
VOTE OF CONFIDENCE IN MIND. IF THAT VOTE IS WON, HE SAID, 

CHANGES WILL BE MADE IN THE CABINET IN ORDER TO STRENGTHEN IT. 

IT WAS CLEAR FROM THE CONTEXT OE THE CONVERSATION THAT 
ALACAKAPTAN EXPECTS TO BE ONE OE THOSE "STRENGTHENING" ELEMENTS. 

3. HOWEVER, TO CONFRONT HIS MOST PRESSING PROBLEMS ECEVIT 
HAS ALREADY ASSEMBLED FAIRLY STRONG AND EXPERIENCED TEAMS. 
EFFORTS TO RESTORE DOMESTIC SECURITY WILL BE THE PRIORITY GOAL 
OF THE GOVERNMENT. THIS TASK HAS BEEN ASSIGNED A GROUP OF 
MINISTERS- UGUR (INTERIOR), ERVERDI (JUSTICE), USTUNDAG 
(EDUCATION) AND CAKMUR (YOUTH AND SPORTS) - UNDER THE 
DIRECTION OF DEPUTY PRIMIN EYUBOGLU. BOTH UGUR AND EYUBOGLU 
ARE FORMER CAREER POLICE OFFICIALS AND CAN THEREFORE COUNT ON 
THE GENERAL RESPECT AND SUPPORT OF THE SECURITY EORCES. 

4. TO ATTACK TURKEY'S ECONOMIC WOES, ECEVIT HAS NAMED AN 
EXPERIENCED AND SOPHISTICATED TRIO OE MINISTERS-BULUTOGLU 
(STATE- WITH GENERAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
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ECONOMIC RELATIONS), USTUNEL (FINANCE) AND MUEZZINOGLU ( 
(COMMERCE). BOTH BULUTOGLU AND USTUNEL ARE EORMER 
ACADEMICIANS WHO HAVE ALSO HAD OUTSIDE EXPERIENCE-BULUTOGLU 
AT THE IBRD AND USTUNEL AT THE STATE PLANNING OFFICE. 

MUEZZINOGLU, A SUCCESSFUL CAREER CIVIL SERVANT IN THE MINISTRY 
OF FINANCE, LATER SERVED AS AMBASSADOR TO BONN AND AS MINISTER 
OF FINANCE IN THE MELEN GOVERNMENT OF 1972. 

5. IN SUMMARY, IN FORMING HIS GOVERNMENT PRIMIN ECEVIT 
TRIED TO ASSEMBLE A GROUP OF MINISTERS WHICH WOULD (A) BE 
ABLE TO WIN A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE AND (B) BE ABLE TO DEAL WITH 
THE TWO MAJOR DOMESTIC PROBLEMS REQUIRING HIS IMMEDIATE 
ATTENTION. OUR INITIAL REACTION IS THAT HIS CABINET IW WELL- 
DESIGNED FOR THESE PURPOSES. WHETHER IT WILL BE SUCCESSFUL 
IS ANOTHER QUESTION. THE TRHREE MAJOR OPPOSITION PARTIES 
APPEAR TO BE STANDING EAST AND IF THEY CONTINUE TO DO SO, 

ECEVIT WILL NOT WIN HIS VOTE OE CONFIDENCE. ON THE OTHER 
HAND, IMPORTANT ELEMENTS OF TURKISH SOCIETY ARE ARRAYED IN 
SUPPORT OP ECEVIT. MOST OF THE PRESS, VIRTUALLY ALL 
INTELLECTUALS AND A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF MAJOR INDUSTRIALISTS 
ARE OPENLY SUPPORTING ECEVIT AND TRYING TO PERSUADE OTHERS 

TO DO SO. ONE EORMER JUSTICE PARTY POLITICIAN-TURNED-ACADEMI- 
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CIAN TOLD AN EMBOFF JUNE 23 THAT HE HAD TALKED TO SOME OF 
HIS FORMER COLLEAGUES URGING THEM TO BREAK RANK AND VOTE FOR 
ECEVIT "FOR THE GOOD OF THE COUNTRY." THEY HAD AGREED IN 
PRINCIPLE, HE SAID, BUT HE WAS NOT HOPEFUL THEY WOULD 
ACTUALLY DEFY DEMIREL WHEN THE TIME CAME. AT THIS POINT 
THE ONLY PREDICTION THAT CAN BE MADE ABOUT THE VOTE OF 
CONVIDENCE IS THAT IT WILL BE VERY CLOSE. 

DILLON 
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